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The population is small, and is almost entirely confined to the valley
bottoms, where live the farmers and ranchmen whose herds graze
upon the plains. The few towns which exist are situated, like
Denver, at the meeting-places of lines of communication; some
have local manufactures.

THE WESTERN CORDILLERAS. The geographical conditions of
economic development in the group of natural regions which make
up the Western Cordilleras, are, on the whole, very different from
those which affect the life of the inhabitants of the eastern half of
the United States. The extremely broken character of the land,
the dry climate of many parts of it, and the difficulties of com-
munication, prevent alike the cultivation of a wide area and the
growth of a large population. In extent the Cordilleras cover two-
fifths of the United States, but they have only one-eleventh of its
inhabitants, one-thirteenth of its output of manufactured goods, and
one-fifteenth of the area under cereals. On the other hand, its
mineral wealth is of the utmost importance, the result of the varied
physical changes through which it has passed. The exposure of
old rocks, due to the erosion of earth folds, makes many minerals
accessible. Hence it is that the Western Cordilleras constitute the
great store-house for some of the most valuable mineral wealth of
the United States. Their importance is indicated below.

AVERAGE ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF GOLD, SILVER, COPPER,
AND LEAD FOR 1937 AND 1938

i           United Statesl                     Western Cordillera

Gold
 Silver Copper Lead      .    .
	3,547,000 fine ozs. 66,070,000 fine ozs. 1 ,359,000,000 pounds fine 417,000 short tons
	2,938,000 fine ozs.
 64,218,000 fine ozs. 1,258,000,000 pounds fine
 228,000 short tons

1 Excluding Alaska and the Philippines, the average annual output for
which was gold 1,457,000 fine ozs. and copper 37,800,000 pounds fine,
THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, giving to that term the wide extension
which is generally applied to it in the United States, occupy a con-
siderable area in Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, and New
Mexico. Between the various ranges of which they are composed,
lie many intermontane valleys and parks that have been covered